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Please, remember the true meaning of Christmas
this holiday season.

The Gospel of Luke, 2:1-20

Stories
Evangelio de San Lucas, 2:1-20 ¥

O Evangelho seundo Sax Lucas,
2:1-20

Lukas Evangeliet, 2. kapitel,
vers 1-20 Juleevangeliet

This Christmas Attend The Church Of Your
Choice

Send Us A Link To Your Church's Web Site And We Will
Post It Here

Books

The Christian & Missionary
Church

The United Methodist Church

Hillside United Methodist
Church
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The earliest legend of Saint Nicholas reaches
back to Asia Minor in the 4th century. Born
in Patara, a seaport, St. Nicholas traveled to
Egypt and Palestine as a young man.
Wherever he traveled, his extraordinary
kindness, and his practice of giving gifts to
needy children made him a hero to the
people. 5

Much later, the name "St. Nicholas”
splintered into many variations among
Protestant churches in Europe. Then, with the
colonization of America, religious and
secular images joined in recognizing "Santa
Claus,” who symbolized the spirit of giving.
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Christmas
Cards

The tradition of sending Christmas cards is
thought to have originated in the mid-1800's,
when a few people began designing
handmade cards to be sent to friends and
family. But a man named John Calcott
Horsely is often credited as being the first
Christmas card creator.

Horsely printed his Christmas card in 1843
for Sir Henry Cole, the friend who had given
him the idea. The card depicted a typical
English family enjoying the holiday, as well
as scenes of people performing acts of i
charity, an important part of the Victorian
Christmas spirit. The card was inscribed,
"Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to
You."

A thousand copies of the card were printed,
selling for one shilling a piece. This is
reportedly the first Christmas card to be
produced and sold to the public.
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Christmas
Stockings

The tradition of hanging stockings from the
fireplace originated from one of the most
famous Christmas stories of St. Nicholas.

The story comes from the 1800's, when the
father of three young maidens could not
afford a dowry for his daughters to be
married. From his castle, St. Nicholas heard
of the poor misfortune of the maidens, and
secretly threw three bags of gold coins down
their chimney. It is said that the gold coins
landed in the girls' stockings, which were
hanging in the fireplace to dry.

Later, in Holland, children would leave out
their wooden shoes in hopes that St. Nicholas
would fill them with goodies.
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The Yule log began as an ancient tradition.
Burning it during the winter solstice
symbolized the coming of warmer, sunnier
days. It was also believed that the Yule log
brought protection and good luck to those
who burned it. Later, for some, the burning of
the Yule log came to symbolize the light of
Heaven.

The Yule log itself is usually oak. It is often
kindled with an unburned portion of the Yule
log from the previous year, to symbolize
continuity.
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Candles

In the time of darkness surrounding the
winter solstice, in the long cold month of
December, candles were an important source
of light and heat. Ancient Romans lit candles

to ward off evil, and to convince the sun to
shine again.

In Victorian times, candles came to represent
good will for those less fortunate during the
holiday season. Candles were often placed in
windows during the Christmas season as a
sign to passersby that shelter and warmth
could be found within.
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