                                                                       Christmas Topical Vocabulary

Advent –           in Christian religion the four-week period before Christmas Day.

Advent Calendar -    a picture, usually of a Christmas scene, with a series of 24 hidden pictures behind it. Children open one

                         part of the main picture to see one of the hidden pictures each day during Advent.
Boxing Day – Br.E: the first day after Christmas Day, that is a public holiday in the UK and Canada. From the old custom of         

                        giving servants a gift of money called “Christmas Box”.           

Carol singing -     the activity of singing Christmas carols in the street especially to collect money to help people.
Christmas -    25 December, celebrated by Christians as the day when Jesus Christ was born. It is a public day in many countries. 

Christmas Box      -      a small present given at Christmas to someone who delivers things into your house such as postman.

Christmas

Cake         -      a heavy fruit cake eaten on Christmas in the UK.

Christmas

Card        -      a card that you send to your friends and family at Christmas.

Christmas

Carol      -       a song sung at Christmas.
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Christmas       a tube coloured paper wrapped round a small present for Christmas. It makes a sudden sharp noise when people  

Cracker           pull it apart. 

Christmas dinner – a traditional meal eaten at Christmas, often consisting of  turkey and vegetables followed by a heavy fruit

                                  pudding called Christmas pudding.      

Christmas Eve     -   the day or evening before Christmas Day

Christmas            -   a sweet food made with dried fruits and spices, eaten at Christmas.

Christmas            -   a large sock that children hang on their bed the night before  Christmas that is filled with presents while

Stocking                    they sleep.

Christmas tree    -   a tree that you cover with lights and other decorations at Christmas. Christmas presents are often placed

                                  under the tree.

Epiphany            -    January 6th, celebrated by Christians as the day that the baby  Jesus Christ was visited by three Kings or

                                  wise men.

frankincense      -   a substance that is burned to produce a nice smell in some religious ceremonies.

holly                    -   a bush or tree with lark green leaves with sharp points and  small bright red berries (used as decoration at

                                  Christmas).

kin                       -    all the people in your family

Magi (the)           -   the Three Wise Men who visited Jesus Christ as a baby, according to the Bible.
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mistletoe             -   a bush that produces small white fruits. Its branches are often used as Christmas decoration in England.

myrrh                 -  a sticky brown substance with a sweet smell used for making  perfume and in medicine.

the Nativity        -   the birth of Jesus Christ, celebrated by Christians at churches.

Nativity scene    -   a painting or a model showing the birth of Jesus Christ

pagan (belief)    -   relating to an ancient religion that had many gods and praised nature

Santa Claus      -    an imaginary man with a long white beard and a red suit who brings presents for children at Christmas:

                                Father Christmas.

tidings              -     an old word meaning “news”

Yule                 -     an old word meaning “Christmas”

Yuletide           -    an old word meaning the period of time around Christmas   

