1. Reading Test. Fill in the missing sentences in the legend 
The Legend of St. George and the Dragon

St. George travelled for many months by land and sea until he came to Libya. Here he met a poor hermit who told him that everyone in that land was in great distress, for a dragon had long ravaged the country.

'Every day,' said the old man, 'he demands the sacrifice of a beautiful maiden and now all the young girls have been killed. The king of Egypt will give his daughter in marriage to the champion who overcomes this terrible monster.'

When St. George heard this story, he was determined to try and save the princess, so he rested that night in the hermit's hut, and at daybreak set out to the valley where the dragon lived. When he drew near he saw a little procession of women, headed by a beautiful girl dressed in pure Arabian silk. The knight spurred his horse and overtook the ladies. He comforted them with brave words and persuaded the princess to return to the palace. Then he entered the valley.

As soon as the dragon saw him it rushed from its cave, roaring with a sound louder than thunder.But St. George was not afraid. He struck the monster with his spear, hoping he would wound it.

The dragon's scales were so hard that the spear broke into a thousand pieces and St. George fell from his horse. Fortunately he rolled under an enchanted orange tree against which poison could not prevail, so that the venomous dragon was unable to hurt him. Within a few minutes he had recovered his strength and was able to fight again.

Once more he refreshed himself from the orange tree and then, with his sword in his hand, he rushed at the dragon and pierced it under the wing where there were no scales, so that it fell dead at his feet.

1) The king's daughter alone remains, and unless we can find a knight who can slay the dragon she will be sacrificed tomorrow.

2) The princess Sabra was being led by her attendants to the place of death.

3) Its head was immense and its tail fifty feet long.

4) He smote the beast with his sword but the dragon poured poison on him and his armour split in two.

2. What do you know about Andreevsky Flag? 
 Andreevsky Flag was the main ship ensign of Russian Fleet. It represented the white cloth crossed diagonally by two blue stripes. This explained the Flag's name. 

Having become a tsar, Peter I gave much attention to elaboration of flag's designs. From 1692 till 1712 Peter I drew eight drafts of the flag. The last 8th and final version was described by Peter I :"Flag is white, across it there is blue Andreevsky Cross for the sake of that Russia was christened by him". Apostle Andrei was the first who was called up by Christ. Because of that he was named Pervozvanny (first-called). Since that time St Andrew has been the Patron Saint of Russia and St Andrew’s flag became the symbol of  the Russian naval jack

In such form Andreevsky Flag spread above Russian Fleet till November 1917. When communism fell in Russia, and Yeltsin defended democracy, you could see the old tricolor of the flags in the crowds and this one. On January 17, 1992 the Russian Government passed a resolution about returning status to Andreevsky Flag. On the Navy's Day, July 26, there was ceremony of hauling down the Soviet Navy Flag and hoisting Andreevsky Flag on all ships of Russian Fleet. 
3. Listen and complete the notes about Union Jack.

name              ordered                was combined                     an independent

soldiers                   Wales                           a united part

1. Scotland was _______________Kingdom, often at war with England (from XI-th to XVI-th century), until 1603 when King James VI of Scotland (the son of Mary I) became also King James I of England

2. After James I succeeded to the throne, the Cross of St. George (English flag) ______________with the cross of St Andrew in 1606. 
3. King James I _________that the Union Flag should be flown on the main mast of all British ships, except on ships of war. 
4. In 1651 Scotland was united with England and _______. 
5. In 1707 the Act of Union was passed under which Scotland and England became____________, but  the Scots kept their own legal system, religion and administrative systems and still keep them now.

6. The term Union Jack may come from the 'jack-et' of the English or Scottish __________; or from the ________of James I who originated the first union in 1603.

