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The Komi Republic (Russian: Респу́блика Ко́ми, Respublika Komi; Komi: Коми Республика, Komi Respublika) is a federal subject of Russia (a republic).
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Geography

The republic is situated to the west of the Ural mountains, in the north-east of the East European Plain. Forests cover over 70% of the territory and swamps cover approximately 15%.

· Area: 415,900 km2 (160,600 sq mi)

· Borders: 

· internal: Nenets Autonomous Okrug (NW/N), Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Okrug (NE/E), Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug (E), Sverdlovsk Oblast (SE), Perm Krai (S), Kirov Oblast (S/SW), Arkhangelsk Oblast (W).

· Highest point: Mount Narodnaya (1,894 m)

· Maximum N→S distance: 785 kilometers (488 mi)

· Maximum E→W distance: 695 kilometers (432 mi)

Time zone



The Komi Republic is located in the Moscow Time Zone (MSK/MSD). UTC offset is +0300 (MSK)/+0400 (MSD).

Rivers

Major rivers include:

· Izhma River
· Mezen River
· Pechora River
· Sysola River
· Usa River
· Vashka River
· Vychegda River
· Vym River
Lakes

There are many lakes in the republic. Major lakes include:

· Sindorskoye Lake
· Yam-Ozero Lake
Natural resources

The republic's natural resources include coal, oil, natural gas, gold, diamonds, and more.

Around 32,800 km² of mostly boreal forest (as well as some alpine tundra and meadows) in the Republic's Northern Ural Mountains have been recognized in 1995 as a UNESCO World Heritage site, Virgin Komi Forests. It is the first natural UNESCO World Heritage site in Russia and the largest expanse of virgin forests in Europe. The site includes two pre-existing protected areas: Pechora-Ilych Nature Reserve (created in 1930) and Yugyd Va National Park (created in 1994).

Climate

Winters in the republic are long and cold, and the summers, while short, are quite warm.

· Average January temperature: −17 °C (1.4 °F) (southern parts) to −20 °C (−4 °F) (northern parts)
· Average July temperature: +11 °C (51.8 °F) (northern parts) to +15 °C (59 °F) (southern parts)
· Average annual precipitation: 625 mm (24.6 in)
Manpupuner and the 7 Strong Men Rock Formations

Deemed one of the Seven Wonders of Russia, Komi Republic is home to Manpupuner (Man-Pupu-Nyer), a mysterious site in the northern Ural mountains, in the Troitsko-Pechorsky District, made out of seven rock towers bursting out of the flat plateau known as the “7 strong men“. Manpupuner is a very popular attraction in Russia, but not on an international level and information regarding its origin is scarce. We now however that their height and abnormal shapes make the top of these rock giants inaccessible even to experienced rock-climbers. Manpupuner is very hard to reach, it lies in a very harsh environment, but once there you’ll be able to enjoy a view unique in the whole world.

Administrative divisions

Main article: Administrative divisions of the Komi Republic
Demographics

· Population: 1,018,674 (2002) 

· Urban: 766,587 (75.3%)

· Rural: 252,087 (24.7%)

· Male: 488,316 (47.9%)

· Female: 530,358 (52.1%)

· Females per 1000 males: 1,086

· Average age: 34.5 years 

· Urban: 33.7 years

· Rural: 36.8 years

· Male: 32.3 years

· Female: 36.8 years

· Number of households: 381,626 (with 992,612 people) 

· Urban: 289,854 (with 749,329 people)

· Rural: 91,772 (with 243,283 people)

· Vital statistics (2005) 

· Births: 10,975 (birth rate 11.1)

· Deaths: 15,074 (death rate 15.2)

· Ethnic groups
According to the 2002 Census, ethnic Russians make up 59.6% of the republic's population, while the ethnic Komi are only 25.2%. Other groups include Ukrainians (6.1%), Tatars (15,680 or 1.5%), Belarusians (15,212 or 1.5%), Ethnic Germans (9,246 or 0.9%), Chuvash (7,529 or 0.7%), Azeris (6,066 or 0.6%), and a host of smaller groups, each accounting for less than 0.5% of the total population. 5,700 people (0.6%) did not indicate their nationalities during the Census.

History





Map of the Komi Republic

A northernmost portion of European Russia, Komi was an unspoiled land throughout most of history, dwelt in only by nomadic native peoples.

The territory of the republic was most intensely settled in the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. The Komi-Zyryan Autonomous Oblast was established on August 22, 1929, and on December 5 of the same year it was reorganized into an Komi-Zyryan ASSR.

Many of the "settlers" who came in the early 20th century were prisoners of the Gulag who were sent by the hundreds of thousands to perform forced labor in the Arctic regions of the USSR. Towns sprang up around labor-camp sites, which were initially carved out of the untouched tundra and taiga by gangs of prisoners.[citation needed]
The Komi Republic in its modern form was established on May 26, 1992.

Politics

The head of government in the Komi Republic is the Head of the Republic. As of 2008, the head of the republic is Vladimir Torlopov, who was elected in December 2001.

The State Council is the legislature.

Economy

The Komi Republic's major industries include oil processing, timber, woodworking, natural gas and electric power industries. Major industrial centers are Syktyvkar, Inta, Pechora, Sosnogorsk, Ukhta, and Vorkuta.

Transportation

Railroad transportation is very well developed. The most important railroad line is Kotlas–Vorkuta–Salekhard, which is used to ship most goods in and out of the republic. The rivers Vychegda and Pechora are navigable. There are airports in Syktyvkar, Ukhta, and Vorkuta.

In 1997, total railroad trackage was 1,708 km, automobile roads 4,677 km.

Education

There are over 450 secondary schools in the republic (with ~180,000 students). The most important higher education facilities include Syktyvkar State University and Ukhta State Technical University.

                  MAIN   HISTORICAL    EVENTS   IN  THE PEPUBLIC OF  KOMI

 -          300 000 years ago  -   the appearance of the first people on the territory of Komi.

 -          36 000 years ago   -  the  existing of the site “ Mamontova Kurja” on the river Usa.

 -           2000 y. a.    -    the  beginning of the formation of ethnic societies.

-            11-14 centuries  - the development of culture of ancient Komi population.

· 1372 y.  –   the  creation of ancient writing by Stephan Permsky.

· 1379 y.  -   the beginning of missionary activity of Stephan Permsky in Komi land.

· 1444 y.  -   christening  of Komi people in a river Vashka.

· 1481y.    -   Komi  territory became the part of  the Russian State.

· 1491y.  –   the  formation  of the first mountain-metallurgical craft.

· 1542y.  –   the  formation of the village Ust-Tsylma.

· 1554 y.  –  the first mention about the village Koslan.

· 1567-1576  - the appearance of the village Izhma.

· 1586 y. –   the first mention about Ust-Sysola.

· 1637y.  -   the formation of Seryogovskij salt-made plant.

· 1721y.  –  the first oil on the river Ukhta.

· 1745y.  –  the formation of oil  industry on the river Ukhta.

· 1812y.—  the participation of Komi  in the war with Napoleon.

· 1870y.  –  the beginning of timber industry in Komi.

· 1894 y.  -  the formation of the  Kyltovsky female`s monastery.

· 1917y.  –  the  October Revolution.

· 1918y.  -   the declaration of the Soviet power.

· 1918y.  –  the beginning of the Civil War.

· 1921y.  –  the formation of the Komi Autonomous region.

· 1929y.  –  collectivization; the appearing of the first prisoners.

· 1936y.  –  Komi region becomes  Komi Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic.

· 1941-1945  - the Great Patriotic War.

· 1943y.  –  the formation of the towns Ukhta and Vorcuta.

· 1949y.  –  the formation of  Pechora.

· 1954y.  –  the formation of Inta.

· 1955y.— the formation of Sosnogorsk.

· 1984y.  – the formation of Vuctyl and Usinsk

· 1990, August  29 - the declaration of the state sovereignty of the Komi  SSR.

· 1992, May 26  -  The  Komi Soviet Socialist Republic  became  Komi Republic.

                                                         Vocabulary

appearance  -появление
site  - древняя стоянкa
formation  - образование

ethnic  societies –этнические сообщества

creation  - создание

Missionary activity  - миссионерская деятельность

christening  -крещение

mountain-metallurgical craft  -горно-металлургический промысел

mention – упоминание

salt-made plant  - солеваренный завод

female`s monastery  - женский монастырь

declaration  -провозглашение

collectivization – коллективизация

prisoner  - заключенный
sovereignty  -суверенитет
                                          KOMI REPUBLIC

Komi Republic is located in the north-western extreme of the Russian part of Europe, within the boundaries of the Pechora and Mezen-Vychegda lowland, Mid- and Southern Timan, the western slopes of the Urals (Northern, Pre-Polar and Polar Urals). 

In the west, north-west and north, Komi Republic borders on Archangel Region and Nenets AO as its sub-area, in the east on Yamalo-Nenets AO and Khanty-Mansi AO as sub-areas of Tyumen Region, in the south-east on Sverdlovsk Region, in the south on Perm Region and Komi-Perm AO as its sub-area, in the south-west on Kirov Region. The republic's total borderline length is 4,415 km. 

The distance between Moscow, the Russian capital, and Syktyvkar, the metropolitan area of Komi Republic, is 1,410 km.
The territory of Komi Republic, in terms of space, is 416,800 km2. The greatest length from the south-west to the north east is 1,275 km, from the north to the south - 785 km, from the west to the east — 695 km. 

A considerable part of the territory is a hilly plain. The Ural Mountains serve as an Eastern border, the Timan ridge crosses the republic from the North-West to South-East. There are the Pechora lowlands between the Urals and Timan, and the Mezen-Vychegda plain in the West. 

In terms of the republican land stock, forests and shrubs account for 74.5 %, marshland — 9.8 %, water reservoirs — 1.5 %, arable land — 1 %. 22.8 % of the total land area is used for reindeer pastures. 
Climate. The location within the sub-arctic (in the northern extreme and north-east) and, mostly, within the moderate climate zones provides for a harsh climate with long and very severe winters and short, comparatively cool, summers. In January the average temperatures in Komi vary from minus 14o C in the South to minus 23o C in the North-East, in July from plus 19o C in the South to plus 12o C in the North-East. 

The territory of the republic is within an excess moistening. A considerable predominance of atmospheric precipitates over an evaporation, a specific relief and geological structure lead to an increased swamping and developed hydrographic network. 
Population. The republic is multi national — the population is a little more than 1 mln people of more than a hundred nations and nationalities. Russians (59.6%) and Komi (25.2%) prevail in the national population structure. The average age of people is 35 years. 75.5% of the republican population inhabit cities, 24.5% are village inhabitants.
Key historical dates. The territory of the current Komi Republic started to be inhabited presumably about 300,000 years ago. Indisputable proofs have been discovered that the area was initially inhabited around 40,000 years ago. In the 60-s of XIII century, the Komi land had been referred to as Perm and Pechora in the records of the Novgorod volost, and from 1478 this area became an inseparable part of the Russian state. The Komi had rendered habitable the upper Vychegda, Mezen basin and Pechora alongside with Russians since XVI century. Structurally, the territory was divided into lands, volosts and pogosts. In 1708, the initial territorial provinces inhabited by the Komi were incorporated in the structure of Archangel and Vologda uyezds. At the end of XIX century, the current Komi land was finally formed. From January to March, 1918, the soviet power was finally proclaimed. By March, 1920, the Civil War ended. 

Since August, 1921, Komi Autonomous Oblast had been formed as a part of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, and due to this fact the Komi people who had been separated for a long time territorially got a chance to be added to the central powers as a separate national division for the first time in its history. Administratively, the region was divided into 4 large uyezds. 

In 1936, Komi Autonomous Oblast was renamed to Komi Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic. On 29 August, 1990, The Supreme Council of the Komi ASSR adopted the declaration of the state sovereignty of the Komi ASSR at its extraordinary second session. Later on, on 23 November of the same year, the Republic was renamed to Komi Soviet Socialist Republic; and since 26 May, 1992, Komi SSR has started to be called Komi Republic. According to the Constitution of Komi Republic enforced at the extraordinary 18 session of the 12th Supreme Council of the Republic of Komi in 1994, " The state of the Komi Republic a RF full-fledged subject. Komi Republic enjoys at its whole territory the entire state authority excluding those powers of the Russian Federation and the common powers of the Russian Federation and the RF subjects which are related to the authority of the Russian Federation».
Administrative structure and state authorities. Komi Republic consists of administrative territorial units: republican districts and towns including the subordinate territories, the largest of them being Syktyvkar, Vorkuta, Ukhta, Sosnogorsk, Usinsk and Inta. 

The state power in Komi Republic is divided into legislative, executive and legal which are represented by the State Council of Komi Republic; the Head of Komi Republic, the Government of Komi Republic and other executive organs of Komi Republic; Constitutional Court of Komi Republic and Justices of Peace. 

Local self-governance is recognized and guaranteed in Komi Republic. It is exercised independently within its competence areas. 

Local self-governance bodies can be endowed with individual state authority backed materially and financially. Appropriate state bodies control their power endowment. The local self-governance bodies are not related to the state authorities in Komi Republic.
Natural Resources. Mineral resources include fuels, metals and nonferrous minerals, also underground waters. 

The fields tested on the republican territory contain about 80% of quartz fibers, 50% of titanium, 30% of bauxites, 50% of barites, 4.5% of coal, and 3% of oil from the all Russia stocks. Due to its reserves and extraction volumes, the republic is the main fuel supplier (of coal, oil, and natural gas products) for the Russian European North. 

The Pechora coal mining basin is the Russia's second in terms of its stock and it contains a spectrum of coals for coke and energy production. 

The total resources of the Pechora coal basin are estimated at 242 bln. tons, including 58.4 bln. tons of standard coal. The extracted stock is more than 8 bln. tons, as much as 4.3 bln. tons of coal has been under development and available for a commercial production. 

The oil and gas fields of the republic are located in the central and southern parts of the Timan-Pechora oil and gas province. 

In 2005 there existed 137 hydro carbon fields, 82 of them have been exploited (93.3% of the extracted stock). The current extracted oil stock exceeds 486 mln. tons, as for gas — more than 117.3 bln. m3. The largest eight fields contain 70% of the extracted stock. 43 fields are being developed. 

Experts call fuel shale as the raw material of the future. The stock is located in three fuel shale regions of the republic and exceeds 62 bln. tons, 6 bln. tons of it has been approved. The stock of peat (about 1000 fields) is 7.6 bln. tons, and as much as 122.8 mln. tons can be extracted. 

Within the Timan ridge two bauxite regions have been found and explored. They are the deposits located in Middle Timan (68% of the stock) and South Timan (32%), which constitute the most important basis for the domestic aluminium industry. 

The Middle Timan region has been developed, where three large bauxite fields have been explored, they are united into the Vorykva group which contains more then 30% of all the Russia's bauxite reserves. 

The Titanium ore stock is the largest in Russia. The Yarega oil and titanium deposit is unique by its amount and quality; it concentrates more than a half of all Russia titanium ores ready for extraction. The project called as "The Complex Development of Yarega Oil and Titanium Deposit" has been implemented in the republic. Extraction and processing of titanium ore will be paralleled with a heavy oil extraction, the stock of which is estimated at 75 mln. tons. 

The Parnokskoye iron and manganese field located on the West slope of the Polar Urals is the most promising one prepared for exploitation. 

At the moment in the republic there have been found, explored and estimated the ore fields of manganese, chrome, titanium, poly metals (bauxites, copper), rare metals (wolfram, molybdenum, bismuth, niobium, tantalum), precious metals (gold, platinum, silver) as well as diamonds. 

Non-ore minerals of Komi Republic can be used for chemical production (phosphoresces, salts, barites) or as building materials (lame stone, clay, dolomites, gypsum, marbles, quarts, sands, gravel), technical or optical (fiber quarts, piezo-quarts, mount crystal), and also for jewelry purposes. 

The barite deposits of the Polar Urals are estimated at 80-100 mln. tons. 
The Khoylinskoye barite field is the biggest and the best explored one (its stock exceeds 2 mln. tons); there is no similar deposit in Russia and in the CIS. The Zhelannoye field contains 80% of all the Russian transparent fiber quarts stock. The extracted stock of the Seregovo kitchen salt field is 700 mln. tons, the estimated one — more than 2 bln. tons. 

The construction raw materials group is represented by multiple deposits of carbonate, construction and decoration stones, construction and glass sands, clays for bricks and ceramics, cement raw materials, gypsum. There are more than 200 fields of them, the majority of which has been developed. 

The Republic of Komi is rich in industrial waters, mainly on the territory of the Timan-Pechora oil and gas province. Brome, iodine, lithium, magnesium, strontium, etc. are concentrated in the underground waters of oil fields. Also, the republic possesses considerable resources of drinking and mineral water. 

Komi is one of the leading timber industrial regions of Russia. The total forested area is more than 30 mln. ha. or 3.5% of the Russian forest stock and 40% of the Russian North-European forest stock. 

More than 75% of the forest can be harvested with the stock of 3 bln. m3 (3.2% of Russia North-West forest stock). Mature and over mature forests constitute 72.3%, 80% of them are coniferous. 

The principal harvesting area in Komi is located in Udorskiy, Ust-Koulomskiy, Kortkeroskiy, Syktyvdinskiy and Sysolskiy districts. 

The annual cut determines the optimum volume of harvesting. The annual growth is 28.5 mln. m3 and annual cut is 26.5 mln. m3.
Economics. Komi Republic is today a definitely industrial region; it has a self sufficiency of raw, energy and labor. 

During the recent years the economics of the Republic of Komi has revealed the following positive features: 

· Growth in the majority of sectors of industry, including oil extraction, oil refining, timber, pulp and paper, metallurgy, coal, machinery building and metal processing;

· Improvement of the investment climate, growth of investment activity;

· A high credit rating of the republic;

· Growth of living houses construction;

· Growth of a bank loans number;

· Increase of trade and commerce;

· Growth of the population money income. 

The gross regional product (GRP) of the republic in 2004 was RUR 141.1 bln, in 2005 being by an early estimation as much as RUR 162.2 bln.; it forms approximately 1% of Russia GDP. 

The structure of GRP is represented in the following table. 

The structure of GRP of the Komi Republic (RUR mln) 

	
	2003 
	2004 

	Industry
	40140,2
	50616,3

	Agriculture
	2351,2
	2468,0

	Construction
	10945,2
	13056,6

	Transport and communications
	15902,0
	20024,4

	Trade and public catering
	11113,3
	13585,6

	Other branches
	23677,7
	30416,3

	Taxes
	9421,0
	10915,8


  Industry takes the leading position in the economy of the Republic of Komi. It is represented by more than 30 sectors and provides about 35 % of GRP. Industrial labour accounts for 22.4% of the total labour, the industry accumulating 26.4% of capital. 

The branch structure of the industry — fuel (52.7%), timber, wood processing and pulp and paper (24.1%), electric power generation (14.2%). 

Fig. 1 
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The industries of Komi Republic play a considerable part in the all-Russian industrial output, their shares according to production types are shown in table 2. 

Table 2 

	Production volumes
	2004 
	Share in all-Russia output 

(in per cent)
	2005 
	Share in all-Russia output 

(in per cent)

	Oil extraction, including gas condensate, mln. tons 
	10.2
	2.2
	11.2
	2.3

	Natural gas, mln. cub. m.
	3.4
	0.5
	3.4
	0.5

	Coal
	14.7
	5.2
	13.0
	4.4

	Sawn timber, thous. m3
	627.0
	3.2
	703.5
	3.4

	Plywood, thous. m3
	278.3
	12.5
	321.6
	12.6

	Cardboard, thous. tons
	195.7
	6.7
	198.0
	6.5

	Paper, thous. tons
	577.4
	14.9
	591.8
	14.9

	Fiber-boards, mln. m2 
	26.7
	7.8
	28.0
	7.4

	Particle boards, thous. m2 
	286.5
	8.0
	280.0
	6.6


In 2005 the republican industrial production volume compared to the previous year increased by 3.8% and reached RUR 116.1 bln. The growth was stipulated by an increase in oil extraction, oil refining, coal mining, metallurgy, machinery building and metal processing, construction materials production and pulp and paper. 

Diagram 2 represents the dynamics of the industrial output for 2000-2005 in percentage to the previous year with a side trend. 

Fig. 2 
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Short characteristics of the republican sectors of industry and their perspectives for development. 

The fuel sector of Komi Republic is represented by oil-extracting, oil-processing, gas, coal, and power sectors. It predominates in the Komi industry and generates 65.9 % of the republican industrial output. 

Recently, the oil extracting sector of Komi Republic is rapidly developing (diagram 3). This can be explained by setting new deposits in exploitation, reactivating idle wells, carrying out a good many geological and technical activities. Also, gas and oil collection systems have been refitted and new technologies for oil-extraction implemented. 

Fig. 3 
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The main production volume (about 60%) is provided by enterprises included into LUKOIL-Komi Group (LUKOIL-Komi Ltd., JSC Teboukneft, JSC Ukhtaneft, Closed SC RKM Oil, Closed SC Bitek-Silour, AmKomi Ltd., JSC Yarega NTK), as well as JSC Severnaya Neft and a few others. The share of oil extraction amounts to 33.6% of the total industrial output. 

According to an expert forecast, the annual figure for 2006-2007 being 10,0-11.0 mln. tons. 

Oil refining. The development of oil refining in the republic is stipulated by a big market for oil products available in the Northern Economic Region. 

Fig. 4 

Main figures for the oil refining (RUR mln.) 
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JSC LUKOIL-Ukhtaneftepererabotka is the key player in oil refining. The company has a fuel profile and produces such products as automobile gasoline, diesel fuel, aviation kerosene, fuel oil, bitumen, vacuum oil, etc. (See Diagram 4). 

The oil refining equipment capacity is 4.5 mln. tons p.a. In 2005 the total amount of oil products totaled to 2.2 mln. tons or 117.6% of the 2004 figure. 

Gas extraction and processing. The majority of licensed gas fields (74% of the extracted gas stock) belong to Severgasprom company in Ukhta which is included into Gasprom and extracts 99.9% of gas in Komi Republic. About 90% of gas and over 80% of gas condensate produced in Komi comes from Vouktyl gas field. 

Sosnogorsk Gas Processing Plant is the only company in North-West Federal District that provides deep processing of natural gas and non stable condensate. The annual capacity is 3.0 bln. m3 of raw gas and 1.25 mln. tons of unstable condensate. The major products include industrial carbon, motor petrol, condensed gas, stable gas concentrate, stable gas, net gas and rubber items. 

Gas extraction is planned to be increased by 3.3-3.4 bln. m3 by developing Yugid-Soplesskoye, Pechorogorodskoye and Zapadno-Pechorogorodskoye deposits as well by increasing gas recovery output in the Vouktyl Field. 

Coal mining. Currently, 3 deposits are being developed in the Pechora Coal Basin, specifically, Vorkuta Field (coking and steam coal), Vorgashor Field (coking coal) and Inta (steam coal). 

Coal is mined underground in the collieries of JSC Severstal Group, JSC Inta Coal Company, JSC Vorgashor Mine. Since 2002 coal has also been produced by an open-cast method at Yunyaginskoye Quarry. 

Practically, all the coal mined is refined (concentrated) at preparation and washing plants. 

Totally, the coal sector operates 8 collieries with the overall capacity of 15.2 mln. tons p.a. plus 4 preparation plants. According to the 2005 results, 13.0 mln tons of coal was produced by the businesses of the Pechora Coal Basin. 
Coal Production Output Dynamics (RUR bln.) Fig. 5 
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Due to an expected market growth for Pechora coals and fostering the required investment into the coal mining sector, the coal output increase by 2007 is predicted at 16.2 mln. tons. 

Electricity. The power system of the republic is a united, virtually closed-cycle territorial network with minor connections with the Russian power system. 

The republican power system incorporates generating capacities and grids of JSC Komienergo (including Vorkuta Power Plants I and II, Sosnogorsk Power Plant, Inta Power Plant), Pechora Power Plant, the power plant for JSC Mondy Business Paper-Syktyvkar LPK and a number of smaller power plants. 

The total capacity of the power plants is 2284 Mwt. The total length of grids of JSC Komienergy is 22.4 thousand km. 

The volume of power is stable in Komi and depends on local consumption. In 2005 16.1 bln. Kwt/h of power was generated. 

The timber sector of the republic constitutes more than 20% of the total output and it is represented by forestry organizations, logging companies, wood processing and pulp and paper mills. A wood processing sector includes businesses engaged in saw milling and production of building components, particle boards, ply wood and furniture manufacturing. JSC Mondi Business Paper-Syktyvkar and JSC Syktyvkar Boumizdeliya Ltd. produce various sorts of paper, cardboard, and sanitary paper. 

A half of paper products are exported to 80 countries around the globe. 

The share of deeply wood processed products in the republican pulp and paper output exceeds 88%. 

Still, a lack of deep processing capacities is one of the impeding factors for the timber sector development. 

In line with the general policy of the Komi authorities focusing on setting up deep wood processing businesses, a feasibility study for Udora Pulp Mill with the annual capacity of 500 thous. tons of market pulp was made. Also, business plans for mills in Pechora that would produce MDF boards with the capacity of 200 thous.m3 p.a. The possibility of funding a pre-feasibility study for Troitsko-Pechorsk Card Board Mill is planned in sight. 

Further output growth is predicted all over the timber sectors in the mid-term run. 

Fig. 6 

Timber Industry of the Komi Republic Timber Industry Structure in Komi
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The key priorities in wood processing and pulp and paper would be reaching the project capacities for board production and saw milling, increased product quality for competitiveness in the domestic and foreign markets and developing new products. 

Ore-mining. Ore-mining in Komi is in the making; its development has just been started and is a priority economic line of the republic for near years to come. 6 ore-mining businesses operate in Komi to develop bauxite, barite and manganese ores, fiber quarts. They have development licenses for bauxite, barite, manganese, and quarts, stream-gold. 

The leading companies in this sector are JSC Komi Aluminium, JSC Timan Bauxite, JSC Yarega Oil and Titanium Company, JSC Hoylinsky Concentration Mill, and JSC Komi Manganese. 

In 2004 the mining companies extracted 138.2 thous. tons of bauxite 3 thousand tons of manganese ore, 20 thousand tons of a barite concentrate, 1900 thousand tons of bauxites, 20 thousand cubic m of basalt gravel. In 2005 the rates of extraction of metallic and non-metallic ore have been increased considerably. Totally, a 38% increase has been reached in output. 

One of the priority mining projects is a construction of an aluminous plant in the Republic of Komi which is implemented by JSC SUAL and Closed SC Komi Aluminium. It should produce 6.5 mln tons of bauxites, 1.4 mln tons of alumina, 300-500 thousand tons of aluminium per year. 

Transport and telecommunication. The republican transport system is a part of the Russian transport network. The republic has the basic transports; in general, its transport communications comply with the inner-republican and external connections in terms of location and structure. 

In the republic huge transcontinental pipe lines originate along which oil and gas is supplied to the central and northwestern parts of Russia's North. 

A well-developed motor road network has been provided. The density of motor roads in general use in Komi is 15.2 km per 1,000 km2, one of railway is 4.0 km, the river ways density being 6.7 km. 

The republican transport network covers 2.4 thous. km for railway, 2.8 thous. km for internal navigable waterway, 3.6 thousand km for gas pipelines, 0.7 thousand km for oil pipelines, 11.8 thousand km for motor roads, 74% of the motor road network being paved. 

The telecommunication sector of the republic is represented by virtually all service connections. The telecommunication market is one of the rapidly developing economic sectors in Komi. 

Telecommunication companies offer an entire range of services including local, intercity, and international telephony, free internet, digital mobile communication type AMPS-800, NMT-450, GSM-900/1800, video conferences, etc. 

Construction. Over 700 building contractors operate in the republican construction sector. 

Associations of construction companies such as Stroy-Kom Association of Construction Businesses and JSC Severgasneftestroy operate in the republic. 

The major source of high business activity in the construction sector is a steadily and dynamically growing demand of the people for housing. The people themselves serve as major investors. In recent years a growth of budget investment in construction and social infrastructural development has become more and more noticeable. 

Small business covers the principal economic sectors of the republic. 

4, 982 small businesses have been registered in the republic. 63 small business operations account for 1000 people that are economically active. 

Small business is the mostly active in non-productive sectors: 70% of entrepreneurs and 20% of small businesses are in trade and catering. Taken together, they provide nearly 80% of the republican retail trade turnover and the two thirds of personal services provided in the republic. 

The significance of small business in the productive economic sector of the republic is growing. Its share in the republican industrial output has increased from 2.7% in 2000 up to 6.7% in 2004. 

Republican target small business development programmes are developed once per three years in the republic to stimulate small business development and create a favourable small business environment. 

Banking sector. The republican banking sector is represented by 3 independent commercial banks with 9 branches (2 of them being located in Moscow) and 31 active branches of commercial banks from other regions (16 of them being branches of Savings Bank of the Russian Federation). 

The banking activities have a positive result dynamics: resources growth, an increased number of loans granted, primarily, to entrepreneurs and individuals, improved financial results of lending institutions, increased amount of funds from individuals attracted as deposits being accumulated by the banks and converted into loans and investments. 

Fig. 7 
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In 2001—2005 the amount of resources for the Komi banking sector has increased by 2,8 times and was RUR 30.6 bln. as of 1 January 2006. The amount of individual deposits attracted was RUR 19.2 bln., having increased by 3.2 times for the same period. The total loans granted to businesses and individuals have been increased by 3.4 and 15.2 times, accordingly, giving the total figure of RUR 40.7 bln. and RUR 7.6 bln. (Diagram 5). The balanced accounts of lending institutions (the profit) have increased by 3.9 times for the same period. As of 1 January 2006, the total balanced banking profits in Komi amounted to RUR 1.05 bln. (Diagram 6). 

Fig. 8 

[image: image16.png]Uynamics of credit rescurces and profiis of |ending insuutons in Komi





Foreign trade turnover. In 2005 the foreign trade turnover of Komi Republic and foreign countries plus CIS nations amounted to US$ 0.78 bln., without taking traditional oil exports into account. Compared to 2004, it gave the increase at 12%. The exports were increased by nearly 18%. The republic is a leader in terms of foreign trade in Northwest of Russia. 

The main export partners of Komi Republic are Ukraine, Netherlands, Germany, Poland, Great Britain, Italy, and Switzerland. The import partners were Finland, Germany, Ukraine, Belarus, Great Britain, Sweden, and Czech Republic. The major goods exported from the republic are oil and oil products, coal, wood-processed products and pulp and paper. Machines, equipment, chemicals, metals, textile are basic import items. 

The priorities and targets of social and economical policies of the Komi Government are declared in the Plan for Government Priority Actions on Social and Economical Development of the Republic of Komi, and also in the Economic Program till 2005. A Strategy for Economical and Social Development of the Republic of Komi for 2006-2010 and till 2015 is developed in sight. 

To do the priority challenges and define developmental trends of federal and regional levels, target programs are adopted, which, primarily, focus on creating the legal and economic conditions for business growth, the most useful utilization of land, forest, and other natural resources; fostering domestic and foreign investments and bank capital; modernizing the available and setting up new industries; using progressive technologies and equipment; providing state support for people to improve their living conditions, build or to buy lodging; to providing reliable communal services. 

14 Federal Programs are being implemented in the republic. The Russian Transport System Modernization Programme (2002-2010) is the most important among others. The programme is focuses on transport infrastructural development of the republic. The Lodging Program for 2002-2010 aims at building and reconstructing the living houses to relocate people from old houses, providing lodging to different group of people, reconstructing communal services objects, relocating people who live at the north extreme to regions in the south of Russia. 

The active programs of regional development in Komi were initiated in accordance with the regional priorities of social and economical development. They include such programmes as Reforming of Housing and Communal Services Programme of the Republic of Komi for 2004-2006, Development and Support for Small Entrepreneurship Programme until 2005, House for a Young Family Programme for 2004-2010 and some others. 

Investment activity. Fostering and protection of investments are strategic lines which the Komi Government attaches special attention to for the republic potentials would serve the needs of the population, increase its prosperity and quality of life in the rough Northern climate. 

The Republic of Komi possesses high investment potentials. The basic factors of investment attractiveness of the region are: 

· Availability of the legislation supporting an investment activity;

· A unique combination of natural resources;

· Cheap energy;

· A highly qualified labour.

A positive investment image of the republic has been confirmed by the world leading rating agencies like Moody's Investors Service and Fitch Ratings; Komi has been given a high long-term international rating of the Republic of Komi. The scale improvement of international long-term rating of Komi for foreign and national currencies from B+ to BB- /"Stable Forecast" by Fitch Ratings in May 2006 can be considered as a positive sign. The Komi's short-term rating for foreign currencies has been confirmed on B level. Also, Fitch Ratings has increased the national long-term rating of the republic from A(rus) to A+(rus). 

The increased ratings reveal further improvement of budget indices of the republic due to steady economic growth and, according to Fitch Ratings, this trend is likely to prevail in the coming years. 

From 2001 to 2005 the total capital investment has increased from RUR 21.7 bln. to RUR 50.5 bln. 
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Capital investment, RUR bln. 

The economic priorities of Komi Republic's regional development are related to further industrial structural changes, direction of investment in the fuel sector, timber industry, mining, transport, housing and communal services. 

New investment activities will relate to the projects focusing on modernization of the republican economic structure with a special emphasis on deep processing sectors in the timber industry and fuel sector, creation of new businesses in mining, development of transport and communal services. 

In line with the legislation of the Russian Federation and Komi Republic, the following is guaranteed to investors by the state authorities in Komi: 

· Equal rights for investment activities;

· Publicity when discussing investment project;

· Adherence to the terms of treaties and investment agreements made with investors;

· Firmness of investors' rights. 

Investors' rights and support of investment activities is guaranteed by the law of Komi Republic on investment activities on the territory of Komi Republic, which makes it possible to make use of a wide range of instruments to stimulate investment activities of businesses in line with the federal legislation. 

Science and Education. The leading republican scientific organization is Komi Science Center under Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Komi Science Center comprises 6 institutes: Institute of Biology, Institute of Geology, Institute of Language, Literature and History, Institute of Physiology, Institute of Chemistry, Institute of Social, Economic and Energy Problems of the North. 

The basic lines of Komi Science Center's research activities are related to the Earth sciences, including geology of fuel, ore and non-metallic minerals, ecological human and animal physiology in the Arctic, biodiversity, population biology and ecology, biocenose of taiga and tundra ecosystems in North-East European part of Russia, technologies in processing new prospective renewable raw minerals and new materials development, theory and practice of development of the Komi people and other peoples in North-Eastern Europe. 

Fundamental and applied research is carried out in over 20 republican scientific institutions. 3,200 persons are employed in science and research. The republic has over 506 general educational institutions where around 125,100 students go. A network of advanced education has been formed in the republic, including 10 lyceums, 18 grammar schools, 20 schools where students study a range of subjects at advanced levels. 

Higher education started in Komi in 1932 when a teachers' training college was established. At present, apart from Komi State Teachers' Training College, there are also in Komi Syktyvkar University, Ukhta Technical University, Branch of Saint-Petersburg Mining Academy in Vorkuta, Syktyvkar Forest Institute under Saint-Petersburg Forest Technical Academy, Komi Academy of the Civil Service and Management in Syktyvkar, Komi Branch of Kirov State Medical Academy, Branch of Vyatka State Agricultural Academy. Over 11,000 students are trained in higher education institutions; annually around 2,000 skilled specialists are graduating from the higher schools. 

Culture. In Komi there are 60 musical, painting, art and choreography schools, an art school under the head of Komi Republic has been established. 

In the republic there are five professional theatres: Viktor Savin Academic Drama Theatre (its history started back in 1930), State Opera and Ballet Theatre, Circumpolar Drama Theatre; State Folklore Theatre and Republican Marionette Theatre. 

Republican Philharmonic Hall provides many-sided concert activities; Asya Kya (Dawn) State Song and Dance Group, Parma (Taiga) Art Group, Sigoudek Song and Dance Group have always been very popular with the local people. 

The museum network includes both state institutions (National Museum with its 13 affiliations, National Art Gallery, Vorkuta Museum of Local Lore) and more than a hundred social museums established at the regional companies. 

Reserves. Protected Territories. 
Particularly protected reserved territories cover 15% of the total area of Komi. This is Europe's largest stretch of primary forest. 

The unique natural potentials of the republic are represented by Pechora-Ilych Reserve (721,300 ha in area) and Yugyd-Va National Park (which means clear water in English) with the total area of 1.9 mln. ha; the both have been incorporated in the UNESCO list of world cultural and natural heritage. Also, there is a number of forest, flora, meadow, marsh, ornithological, fish and geological reserved territories. 

The territories adjoining the Ural Mountain are unique all by themselves. They are a harmonic combination of mountainous and flat landscapes, unique old-growth weakly decayed mature forest, a rich flora and fauna of the European and Siberian species, many of which are included into the red books of International Nature Protection Union, of the Russian Federation and our republic. It was in Pechora-Ilych Reserve that the globe's first moose farm was established. 

All these provide excellent possibilities for all sorts of tourism development: both sports or cognitive travel tourism, and amateurish tourism. 

                                                 Vocabulary

           Komi republic

      slope- наклон
      in term of space-  с точки зрения места
      ridge- земельный запас

      land stock- горный хребет

      shrubs- кусты

      marshland- болотистая почва

      arable land- пахотная земля

      reindeer pastures-пастбища для оленей
         climate

     harsh- резкий

     average-среднее число(уровень)

     excess-избыток

     moistening-увлажнение

     predominance- господство

     precipitates-ускоряет

     evaporation- испарение

     swamp- болото

     hydrographic network-  гидрографическая сеть

         key historical dates

      current-         текущий, современный

      presumably-      по-видимому

      indisputable-    бесспорный

      proof-           подтверждение

      inseparable-      неотделимый 

      render-          отдать

      incorporate-     включать( в состав)

      Supreme Council- Верховный cовет

      State sovereignty-государственный суверенитет

      extraordinary-     внеочередной

      enforced-        принужденный

      full-fledged subject-полностью определенный предмет

      entire state authority-государственный орган

      Timber sector

      constitutes-составляет
      total output-общий объём производства
      logging company- компании по заготовке леса                  

      wood processing-деревообрабатывающая промышленность

      pulp and paper mills-целлюлозно-бумажные заводы

      engage-нанимать

      saw- пилить, пила

      particle boards- древесностружечные плиты

      ply wood-фанера

      furniture manufacturing-  производство мебели

      a lack of deep processing capacities- нехватка мощностей по глубокой переработке

      impeding factories- препятствующие факторы

      feasibility study- технико-экономическое изучение

         Transport and telecommunications

       comply- подчиниться
       inner republican- внутри-республиканский
       pipe line- трубопровод
       motor road-  автодороги
       internal navigable waterway-  внутренний судоходный водный путь
          construction, small business

       major source- основной источник
       steadily- устойчиво
       entrepreneur-предприниматели
       catering- поставка
       retail trade turnover-товарооборот розничной продажи

       significance-значение

       target-  цель

           Administrative structure and state authorities

       legislative- законодательная власть
       executive- исполнительная власть

       State Council- Государственный Совет

       Constitutional Court-Конституционный Суд     

       justices of peace- мировые судьи

       self-governance- самоуправление

       can be endowed- может быть обеспечен
       appropriate- соответствующий


Natural resources


       fuel-  топливо
       nonferrous minerals- цветной полезный ископаемые
       quartz fibers-кварцевые волокна
       titanium-титан
       bauxites- бокситы

       stock-  запас

       a spectrum of coals for coke- спектр коксующихся углей

       hydro Carbone fields-гидроуглеродные поля

       oil stock-нефтяной запас

       exceeds- превышает

       fuel shal-топливный сланец

       raw materials-  сырьё

       deposit- залежи

       ore stock- запас руды

       non-ore mineral-полезные ископаемые,не относяшиеся к руде

       chemical production- химическое производство

       phosphoresces- фосфоресцирует       

       barite- барит

       clay- глина

       dolomites- доломиты

       gypsum- гипс

       marbels-мрамор

       gravel-    гравий

       mount crystal-  горные кристаллы

       carbonate- карбонаты

       ceramics- керамика

       cement-цемент

       timber- древесина

                          Economics

       sufficiency of raw- достаток сырья

       reveal- показать

       oil refining- очистка нефти

       pulp and paper- целлюлоза и бумага

       machinery building- машиностроение

       investment- капиталовложение

       trade and commerce- торговля и педпринимательство

       money income- денежный доход

       gross regional product(GRP)- валовый региональный продукт

       industrial production volume- объём промышленного производства

       increase- расширяться

       reactivating idle wells- возрождение заброшенных скважин

       refit- ремонт

       automobile gasoline- автомобильное топливо

       aviation kerosene-  авиационный керосин

       bitumen -      битум

       vacuum oil- очищенная нефть

       Sosnogorsk Gas Processing Plant-Сосногорский газоперерабатывающий завод

       stable condensate-  устойчивый конденсат

       annual capacity-  ежегодная способность

       collieries-   угольные шахты

       JSC Severstal-  ОАО Северсталь

                          Electricity

      united, virtually closed-cycle territorial network- территориальные энерго-центральные  сети

      incorporate- включать(в себя)

      generating capacity-производительная способность

      grid- сетка

      JSC Komienergo-ОАО Комиэнерго

      consumption- потребление

            Science and education

      Komi Science Centre under Ural Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences-Коми научный центр Уральского отделения Российской Акалемии наук

      research activity-исследовательская деятельность

      biodiversity-     биологическая вариативность

      biocenose-        биоциноз

      renewable-      обновляемый

      applied research- прикладные исследования

                             TASKS FOR THE TEXT
                  Komi Republic, its territory, climate

1.Say true or false.

-Komi Republic is located in the north-western extreme of the Russian part of Europe.

-KR borders  on Archangel region only.

-In terms of space the territory of KR is 400000 sq.km.

-A considerable part of the territory is a low plane.

-The Ural mountains serve as an western border.

-There are  the Pechora lowlands between the  Urals and Timan, and the Mezen-Vychegda plain in the west.

-28%of the total land area is used for reindeer pastures.

-the average temperatures in Komi vary from+20 in summer to-30 in winter.

2.Answer the questions.

-Where is the KR located?

-What regions does it border on?

-What is the length of the republics total borderline?

-What is the territory of KR in terms of space?

-What is the considerable part of the territory?

-What can you say about the climate of our republic?

3.Speak about the territory and climate of KP
                            Key historical dates. Population.

1.Fill the words.

-The territory of the.... Komi Republic started to be inhabited about 30000 years ago.

-In the 60-s of 13 century, the Komi land had been referred tj as ... and ... in the records of the Novgorod volost.

-The territory was divided into ... , ... ,and ...  .

-At the end of the 19 century, the current Komi land was ...  .

-From January to March?1918 ...  ...  was finally proclaimed.

-Since August,1921, ...   ...   ... had been formed.

-The region  ...   ...   into 4 large uyezds.

-In 1936,Komi Autonomous oblast was renamed to  ...   ...   ...   ...   ...   .

-On 29 August,1990,the Supreme Council of the Komi ASSR adopted ...   ...   of the state sovereignty.

-Since26 May,1992,Komi SSR started to be called ...   ...  .

-The population of KR is ...   ...  that 1 mln people.
-Russians(59,6%) and Komi(...).

2.Enlarge the statements.

-The territory of the current KR.

-Around 40000 years ago.

-THE Novgorod volost.

-The upper Vychegda, Mezen basin.

-At the end of 19 century.

-The soviet power in KR.

-The part of the Russian Soviet Socialist Republic.

-On 29 August,1990.

-According to the constitution of KR.

-The republic is multi-national.

3. Speak about the key historical dates and population.

         Administrative structure and State authorities.

1. Translate.

-Коми Республика состоит из административных территориальных объединений.

-Самые большие муниципальные территории-это Сыктывкар,Ухта,Воркута,Сосногорск.

-Государственная власть делится на законодательную, исполнительную и судебную.

-Государственный Совет РК-это законодательная ветвь власти.

-Правительство РК и его глава-это исполнительная ветвь власти.

-Местное самоуправление гарантировано в РК.

-Органы местного самоуправления.

2.Ask your friend about: 

-Administrative territorial units.

-The State power.

-Local self-governance.

3. Speak about administrative structure in KR.

                                    Natural resources

1.Translate the words.

-fuel

-metals

-nonferrous minerals

-underground waters

-quartz fibers

-titanium

-bauxites

-barites

-coal

-oil

-stock of peat

-manganese field

-bismuth

- niobium

-non-ore minerals-

phosphoresce

-barite

- clay

-dolomites

-gypsym

-marble

-gravel

- timber

2.Finish the sentences.

-Mineral resources include....

-About 80%.... 

       50%....

       30%....

       4,5%....

       3%.....

-The republic is main fuel supplier....

-The Pechora coal mining basin...

-The oil and gas fields...

-Experts call fuel shale...

-The stock of peat...

-Two bauxite regions have been...

-The titanium ore stock....

-The Parnokskoye iron and manganese field...

-Non-ore minerals...

-The construction raw materials group...

-The republic of Komi is rich in...

-Komi is one of the leading timber..

3. Speak about natural resources of our republic

                                         Economics. Electricity.

1.Say true or false.

-KR is industrial region.

-During the recent years the economics shows the growth in the majority of sectors of industry.

-There is no improvement of the investment climate.

-There is growth of living houses construction.

-You can see increase of trade and commerce.

-The gross regional product (GRP) of the republic forms 4% of Russia GDP.

-The industries of KR play a considerable part in the all Russian industrial output.

-The republican industrial production volume is increasing.

-The fuel sector of KR predominates in the Komi industry and generates 70% of the republican output.

-JSC Lukoil-Ukhtaneftepererabotka is the key plaer in oil refining.

-Sosnogorsk Gas Processing Plant is the only company in North-West Federal District

-Three coal deposits are being developed in the Pechora Coal Basin, Vorcuta Field,Vorgashor Field.

-The power system(electricity) is highly developed in KR.

-The total capacity of the power plants is 4000mwt.

2.Work in pairs.

-Ask each other about economics in KR. Use the statements of the previous exercise.

3.Speak about economics of KR
Timber sector, ore-mining, transport and telecommunication.
1.Translate into English.Use the text.

-Деревообрабатывающий сектор.

-Предприятия по производству целлюлозы и бумаги.

-Лесопильное предприятие.

-Производство строительных материалов.

-ОАО Сыктывкарский лесоперерабатывающий комплекс "Монди-бизнес".

-Планируется дальнейший рост производства в деревообрабатывающем секторе.

  ore-mining
-Добыча руды находится в стадии развития.

-6 предприятий по добыче руды ведут разработку боситов,баритов,марганца.

-Лидирующие компании в этом секторе-это ОАО" Коми алюминий",ОАО "Бокситы Тимана",ОАО "Ярега нефть"

-Одним  из приоритетных проектов является строительство алюминиевого завода.

   Transport
-Республиканская транспортная система -это часть Российской транспортной сети.

-В нашей республике находится большой трансконтинентальный трубопровод для нефти  и газа.

-Есть развитая сеть автомобильных и железных дорог.

2.Answer the questions.

-What is timber sector represented by?

-What does  wood processing sector include?

-What are the biggest enterprises?

- What can you say about ore-mining in KR?

-What are the leading ore-mining companies?

-The republican transport system is a part of the Russian transport network, isn't it?

-Is the telecommunication sector of the republic represented by all service connections?

-What do telecommunication companies offer ?  

                                    Constructions. Small business.

1.Fill the words.

-Over 700 building  ...  operate in the republican construction sector.

-Associations of construction companies such as  ...  ...  ...  ...  operate in the KR.

-982 ...  ...  have been registered in the republic.

-Small business is the mostly active in ... ... ... .

2  Ask questions to the text.

            Banking sector, foreign trade turnover, the priorities and targets, investment activity, the economic priorities-these topics are for additional reading.
                                     Science and education. Culture.
1.Translate into English.

- Коми научный центр Уральского отделения Российской Академии наук.

- Коми государственный педагогический институт.

- Сыктывкарский университет.

- Ухтинский технический университет.

- Филиал Санкт-Петербургской Академии.

- Сыктывкарский Лесной институт.

- Филиал Кировской государственной медицинской академии.

- Театр Драмы имени Виктора Савина

- Государственный театр оперы и балета.

- Государственный фольклорный театр.

- Республиканская филармония.

- Национальный музей.

- Национальная художественная галерея.

2. Answer the questions

- What is the leading republican scientific organization?

- How many institutes does it comprise?

- What are the institutions of higher education?

- What can you say about culture in our republic?

SYKTYVKAR.

The first mention of a settlement  dates from 1586.Almost two centuries later  the village Ust-Sysola was renamed into the city of Ust-Sysolsk  by the Nominal decree of the Empress Catherine dated January 25, 1780.Thus was appreciated the importance of Ust-Sysolsk as the centre of the area development.

 August 22, 1921 is an important landmark in the history of the city. Komi Autonomous Oblast was founded at that time and the city obtain the status of the oblast centre. The present name Syktyvkar received on March 26, 1930 ,when celebrating its 150-anniversary.

 On the 5th of December 1936 a new constitution of the USSR was adopted, according to which there was formed the Komi Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic and Syktyvkar became the capital of it.

 According to the constitution  of the Republic of Komi adopted on February 17,1994, Syktyvkar is the capital of the Republic of Komi, democratic lawful state in a structure  of the Russian Federation.

 The city is situated on the north-east of the European part of Russia in 1410 kilometers from Moscow on the bank of two rivers-the Sysola and the Vychegda, and is surrounded by forests. Its total area 0,7 thousand square kilometers ..

 Syktyvkar has a highly developed economic infrastructure, which allows to play a noticeable role in development of the Republic of Komi.

 Syktyvkar’s industrial image is determined by more than 40 large industrial firms. There are about 230 enterprises all in all.

   Dominating branch of industry is timber, wood-working, pulp and paper. This branch is represented by the most powerful in the European North  of Russia JCS"Syktyvkar Timber industrial complex", JSC Sysolales","Syktyvkar wood-working plant" and others.

 Agroindustrial,mechanical engineering and building branches are highly developed in Syktyvkar.JSC"State farm Prigorodnyj",State enterprise"Experemental Industrial Holding specialize in production of vegetables in the open and closed ground, potatoes, on milk-meat cattle breeding. The food processing industry is represented by enterprises processing milk, meat, grain and other kinds of commodity.

Syktyvkar is also a large scientific, cultural, educational and sport center of the Republic. The Komi Scientific Center of the Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Science is situated in the city. There are 5 higher educational institutions- the  university, pedagogical, forest and medical institutes, Republican Academy of state service  and management. There are also many colleges, secondary vocational schools. In the city  work 147 educational entities, in which more than 60 thousand children and adolescents are trained and educated. Among  them are: the Creativly Palace for children and youth, non-state orthodox grammar school,57 secondary schools of general egucation,12 high and grammar schools, lyceums, the Syktyvkar boys choir. There are also three municipal entities: the Syktyvkar musical, choreography  and art schools, and specialized sporting school of the Olympics reserve “Youth” for children and teenagers.

 Syktyvkar is a cultural center. There is the National museum of the Republic of Komi,the National Art  gallery, State Opera and Ballet Theatre, State Academic Drama Theatre, National library, 4 cinemas, 18 club entities.

Medical service includes 17 hospitals,38 polyclinics,9 pharmaceuticals entities. Among them there is a Cardiology center which was opened in 1998 and is recognized to be the best in the North-Western region.

 The network of social entities is being developed. Among them there is the municipal "Center of the social help to family and children of Syktyvkar», «House of night stay for people without the definite  habitation and occupation», «Center for teenagers social rehabilitation».

 The population is about 250000 people .It is the city of remarkable people. which have created a powerful scientific and manufacturing potential, have constructed modern habitation massifs and industrial firms, high schools, theatres and museums.

                                        Vocabulary
-barbarian -  варварский                 

-to be converted- быть преобразованным
-the Nominal decree-    именной указ
-The Empress  Catherine-    императрица  Екатерина
-appreciate- оценить
- inhabitants- обитатели
-branch-отрасль
- timber- древесина
- wood-working-  деревообрабатывающий
-pulp and paper- целлюлоза и бумага
-JSC-   ОАО
-grain-  зерно
-kind of commodity-  вид продукции
-Republican Academy of state service and management- Республиканская Академия  Государственной  службы и управления

-adolescents-подростки
-Creativity Palace-     Дворец творчества
-non-state orthodox grammar school- негосударственная православная гимназия

-entities- учреждения

-pharmaceutical- фармацевтический

-participant- участник

-Cardiology center- кардиологический центр

-network of social  entities- сеть социальных учреждений 

TASKS  FOR THE TEXT
1.Translate. Use the text.

-Северная территория, которая раньше была дикой. 

- Село Усть-Сысола было переименовано в Усть-Сысолск.

-Именной указ императрицы Екатерины.

-Первая конституция утвердила статус города.

-Город располагается на северо-востоке России.

-Общая площадь составляет 0,7 тысячи кв.км.

-Многонациональный город.

-Население около 250 тыс. человек.

-Сыктывкарский лесоперерабатывающий комплекс.

- Сыктывкарский лесопильно-деревообрабатывающий комбинат.

-Агропромышленная , машиностроительная и строительная отрасли.

-Совхоз пригородный.

-Коми научный центр Уральского отделения Российской Академии наук.

-5 высших учебных заведений.

-147 образовательных учреждений.

- Негосударственная православная гимназия.

-Хоровая капелла мальчиков.

-Национальный музей РК.

-Национальная галерея.

-Государственный  академический театр драмы.

-Государственный театр оперы и балета.

-Кардиологический центр.

-Центр социального обслуживания граждан пожилого возраста и инвалидов.

-Центр социальной помощи семье и детям.

-Дом ночного пребывания для лиц без определённого места жительства.

2.Answer the questions.

-What was the first name of the city?

-Why is August 22, 1921 an important date in the history of the city?

-When did the city receive the present Komi name “Syktyvkar”?

-What was adopted on the 5th of December 1936,and what happened according to it?

-Where is the city situated?

-What is its total area?

-How many people do live there?

-How many firms and enterprises are there in the city?

-What are dominating branches of industry?

-What are the names of the biggest  enterprises?

-What can you say about  agroindustrial, mechanical engineering and building branches?

-What is the biggest scientific center in Syktyvkar?

-Where can students study in Syktyvkar?

-How many medical entities are there in the city?

-What is recognized to be the best in the North-Western region?

-What can you say about the network of social entities?

1. Speak about the city.

UKHTA

Ukhta is situated in the central part of the Komi republic to the north-east of Syktyvkar. The population of Ukhta and its suburbs is about 150000 people and is 13,2 thousand sq.km.

  The climate of Ukhta is continental. The average temperature  in January is about 17degrees below zero, in June 15 degrees above zero. Ukhta is situated on a hilly plateau split by the rivers and brooks of the river Izhma.The largest tributaries of Izhma are the rivers Ukhta, Sedyu , Tobys, Kedva. The territory is covered by coniferous forests with spruces and  pines prevailing. Mane different wild animals live there: elks, bears, wolves, foxes, hares, squirrels, ptarmigans, wood grouses, black-cocks, hazel-hens and ducks.

   Our town is the oldest oil and gas region of the republic. The most promising are Yarega oil-field and Zapodno-Timanskoe oil-field. The well-known gas and oil  pipelines-“Northern Lights”, “Ukhta-Yaroslavl” start here. 

   Ukhta is rich in mineral resources including deposits of oil, gas, ferrous and non-ferrous metals, different kinds of mineral building raw(raw for brick and tile), and also fresh and medical-mineral underground waters. On the territory of Ukhta there are 147 fields of peat, reserves of titanium,

 bauxite.

   Ukhta is known long ago. In 1745 Russian engineer Pryadunov built the first oil plant in the area of the present suburb Vodny .People were attracted by the vast wealth of this land: oil,gas building materials and others. The first complex  geological expedition in 1843 set up the beginning  of industrial development of this region. Before the revolution there were only small sites and private enterprises in the area. There was a small settlement called Chibyu with a dozen streets and wooden houses. Only 1n 1943 the settlement got the status of a town.

     Since that time Ukhta has greatly changed. It is a modern town with plenty of well-equipped enterprises and great scientific and educational potential.  There are  a lot of enterprises in the town, working  in engineering, building, timber and woodworking industry, including such giants as the Ukhta oil refinery,” Severgasprom” company, “Northern oil mains” joint-stock company and others. Oil and gas products are delivered to other r parts of Russia and abroad.

   Ukhta is a town of students. In our town there is the Ukhta State Technical University, which gives young people an opportunity to acquire specialties connected with plenty of industrial fields: oil, gas, timber, building,  architecture, economy geology,  geophysics, information technologies. 

  The system of education is constantly developing: alongside with traditional establishments: technical schools, professional schools and 14 secondary schools new ones have appeared( colleges, lyceums. gymnasiums and private language schools). Besides we have two music schools, one art school, kindergartens.

   Today Ukhta is a beautiful city with multi-storied buildings, squares, monuments and parks. Children’s park is the pride of the citizens, a very popular place for walks and leisure. On its territory you can see the mini-zoo and Creative Activities Center for children , where pupils are involved in modeling, dancing, sport. Among cultural establishments it is necessary to mention the Palace of Culture, an Exhibition hall, libraries. There are some interesting museums: the Museum of the Town History, the Biological Museum, the Geological Museum.

  For sport lovers there is a swimming-pool,  a stadium, sport clubs. A big ice stadium is going to be built in Ukhta in the nearest future.

  Direct air service connect Ukhta with Moscow and other cities of our country, there is a railway station and a bus  station in  the town.

     The majority of population is young people under 30. And all people are hospitable and kind. Optimism and cheerfulness of the inhabitants, their eagerness to make the town better,  bring good results.
                                             vocabulary

-to split-    делить на части
-a brook- ручей
-to prevail- преобладать
coniferous- хвойные деревья
-spruces  - ель
-elk-  лось
- ptarmigans- куропатка
-wood grouse- глухарь
-black-cock- тетерев
 -hazel-hen- рябчик
-peat- торф
-mineral building raw- минеральное строительное сырьё
-Ukhta oil refinery- Ухтинский нефтеперерабатывающий завод

-Northern oil mains- Северные Магистральные Нефтепроводы.
1. Agree or disagree.

-Ukhta is situated in the northern part of the republic.

- The population is 140000 people.

- The climate is arctic.

- Ukhta is situated on the river Izhma.

-Ukhta is mostly industrial town.

- The history of the town began in the year 1745.

-The small settlement was called Chibyu.

-Ukhta is modern town now.

- It is the town of students.

-There are a lot of schools, lyceums gymnasiums.

-Ukhta is a cultural center of our republic.

2. Finish the sentences.

-Ukhta is situated….

-The climate is…

- Our town  is the oldest….

-The well-known pipelines….

-Ukhta is rich in…

-  In 1745….

-The first  complex geological…

- there was a small settlement…

- It is a modern….

-There are a lot of enterprises…

- In our town there is  Ukhta State…..

- The system of education…

- Today Ukhta is a beautiful…

-Direct air service…

- The majority of…..

3. Speak about  Ukhta
                        UKHTA   STATE   TECHNICAL    UNIVERSITY

Ukhta State Technical University is one of the biggest and promising higher schools of the Komi Republic   and the whole country. It trains engineers for oil, gas and timber industries.

    It was founded in 1958 as the Educational Consulting Institution of Moscow Institute of Petrochamical   and Gas Industry. In 1967 it got the status of an institute and was called  Ukhta Industrial Institute. In 1999 it became Ukhta State Technical University.

   The head of the  University is the rector. He has 7 prorectors. There are 8 faculties, headed by deans and assistant –deans.

    The students of each faculty have a five-year course of studies, except extramural students, who study for 6 years. At the University all students study a lot of subjects and one foreign language. The academic year lasts from September  to June and divided into 2 terms. At the end of each term students  have to take examinations and tests. At the end of  the course of studies students have to compete their thesis.

      In general the University occupies 8 large buildings with numerous lecture theatres, classrooms and well-equipped laboratories where students can do their experiments and in this way develop a scientific outlook and initiative. To keep students physically fit there is  a large sport complex “ Burevestnik”.  There are also libraries with spacious reading halls where all the necessary books magazines and newspapers are given without  charge.

    The University`s academic stuff is highly qualified. Many of them are Masters of Science, professors, and  specialists in various fields of technology and science. They give lectures, take seminars, and have tutorials with students, examine them and supervise students during  students` research work.

     There are several hostels at the University for those students who come from other parts of the republic. The hostels are situated not far from the University.

dean  - декан
the higher school  - высшая школа
the Educational Consulting Institution  - учебно-консультационный пункт
academic year  - учебный год
extramural  -  заочный
a term  -  семестр
thesis  - дипломная работа
to equip  - оборудовать

 outlook  - кругозор

to keep fit  - поддерживать хорошую физическую форму

to supervise  -  консультировать, руководить

                                                  TASKS 

1. Answer the questions.

· When was the University founded?

· Who is the head of the University?

· How long does the academic year last?

· Who does the teaching stuff of the University consist of?

· How many faculties does the  University consist of?

· What helps students to be physically strong?

2. Complete the following sentences:

· The University  was founded  …

· The dean has an  …

· There are   …  at the university.

·  Students learn a lot of …

· They can take….

· Books are given….

· The University occupies    …

· …  is highly qualified.

3. Speak about  the University.

PECHORA

Pechora is an important city in Komi. It is the hub of the republics vital transportation routes, the railway and the Pechora river. They are mainly used for transporting coal and timber.

  Pechora has 65000 inhabitants, many of whom are employed  in the large timber industry. The are vast amounts of timber in the area and Pechora has a large timber company, a timber merchant, various constructions firms, a contractor  and building trade. The city also has a large heat and power plant, one of the largest in the entire northern region, which supplies all of Komi with electricity. In addition it serves as headquarters for geological research   and therefore has an aircraft and helicopter base.

 The Pechora region extends far out of the city itself and borders on the Ural Mountains. The scenery is unique and very beautiful, and the area attracts tourists from all over Russia. 

 Komi National park is already in process of being established- and a great portion of it is located in the Pechora region.

-hub- транзитный узел

-vital- жизненный

-merchant- торговец

-headquarter- управление

1. Answer the questions.

· Pechora is the hub of the republics transportation routes, is not it?

· How many inhabitants are there?

· Where are most of them employed in?

·   What enterprises are there in Pechora?

·  Whom does  the Pechora region attract?

2.  Speak about Pechora.
VORKUTA
Vorkuta is the city which is situated  behind the Polar  circle. Winter in Vorkuta is synonymous with masses of blinding white snow against a deep blue sky Chilling cold. Biting winds. Great expanses.

  Vorkuta was Komi second largest city. At the beginning of  1990s there lived about 2000000 people, almost all of whom were employed in coal mining and coal-related industries. 

 Nowadays the situation  is changing.  Coal mining is gradually reducing, people are leaving the city going to other places of Russia.

 Nevertheless, a positive sigh is that it is possible to fire employees, set individual wage levels and pay bonuses.  The mines have enough resources for 240 years of coal production and the coal of a very high quality.  Therefore many efforts are being made to increase productivity and exports.

 Vorkuta has a developed infrastructure.   There are schools, kindergartens, colleges, high schools.

 People are provided with  good medical service; there are well-equipped  hospitals and polyclinics .

    Everyone can get to Vorcuta by a train or by a plane. There is an airport and a railway station there.

 Notwithstanding all the difficulties, many men want to live and work in Vorkuta. Why? First of all   because the pay is good. The monthly wage is approximately six times the average wage in Russia and is satisfactory compensation for the hard, dangerous work and for the living in the harsh, arctic surroundings

-expanse- пространство


-reduce- сокращать

- nevertheless- тем не менее

notwithstanding- несмотря

-wage- зарплата

-approximately- приблизительно

-harsh- грубый, жёсткий

1. Answer the questions.

-Where is Vorkuta situated?

- What is the climate in Vorkuta?

-What is the main industry there?

-Has Vorkuta got a developed infrastructure?

- What are the difficulties in Vorkuta?

-Why do people continue to live there?

2. Speak about Vorcuta.

SPORT

In the modern world sport plays an important role in the state policy. It actively developed in our republic during recent years. The number of sport participants grow every year, new sport grounds  and stadiums appear, different competitions take place.

  The number of sport participants has increased since 2001 almost on 16% in 2007 and is 17685 persons now, that is  18% of all population of KR. 

  The noticeable role in increasing interest to sport plays the municipal competition  “For healthy republic “ which has been spending  since2001 in every city of KR. A lot of runners come out to take part in it. Men, women, children, young and old people participate in this healthy  sport competition. Winners get special prizes.

    Nowadays Komi Republic has 37 sport schools, 1818 sport grounds, swimming pools and stadiums. There is a very big sport complex, named  by Raisa Smetanina, it is not far from Syktyvkar and “Renova” in Syktyvkar.  More than 17000 children and teenagers are engaged  in sport schools and sport clubs. There are also elite clubs for particularly talented athletes 

   One of such clubs is called “Stroitel”. The club has professional ice-hockey team, which is one of the best in Russia, and 2 bandy teams with 35 employees each. One of the best bandy player Valery Maslov played here. He has won the world championship in bandy  for Russia and now coaches Stroitel`s top-ranked  teams.

 Skiing, skating, ice-hockey, basketball, volleyball  swimming are very popular in our republic.

 There are famous sportsmen  whose names are known all over the world. Among them are the Olympic champions ,skiers Vasily and Nina Rochevs, Nicolay Bazhukov, Raisa Smetanina;the champion in boxing Vladimir Balaj, in power lifting Victor Furazhkin,  in ice-hockey Sergey Kapustin, The new generation of great sportsmen appears nowadays. A .Vetchanin and A. Sukhorukov   are the best in swimming in the last world championship and  in   Chinese Olympiad.

 bandy- хоккей с мячом

coach- тренер

1. Agree or disagree.

-Sport is actively developed in KR.

- The number of sport participants become  less.

-There are 12000 persons who go in for sport in our republic.

- KR has 20 sport schools,1000 sport grounds and stadiums.

- The elite sport club is “Renova” in Syktyvkar.

- Skiing, skating, ice-hockey  are very popular in KR.

-There are no famous sportsmen in our republic.

2. Ask each other questions about sport in Komi Republic.
3. Speak about sport.

                                                   MUSEUMS IN KR

National Museums of Komi Republic. The Komi National Museum Complex consists of several museums.  The majority of which are in Syktyvkar. Located in different buildings of the historical part of the city, they present in detail the nature, history,economy and culture of the Komi Republic. The national museum was founded in 1911 . One of the founders and the first director of the museum was A.A. Tsember, regional ethnographer, folklorist and compiler of the Russian - Zyryansk dictionary. The museum has a unique collection, consisting of more then 220000 individual items. The archeological collection including unique items from the Mesolithic period. Also to be noted are the icon collection of the 15-20 centuries, manuscripts and old books, numismatics and ethnographic collection.

   The National Art gallery. Since 1993 the gallery has been located in a renovated building of a former seminary, built around 1880-1890. It was founded in 1943 as the republic arts museum. In 1952 , the gallery received  art collection  from the local museum  - 141 paintings of Russian and western art from the state museum. Nowadays it includes more than 6000 items-paintings, graphics, sculptures, decorative and applied art and folk art.

Ivan Kuratov literary and memorial museum. The basic collection is devoted to Ivan Kuratov- the founder of Komi literature. First it was opened in 1969 under initiative of komi writers and literature specialists. The museum has more than 11000 items. The museum regularly holds lectures and creative evenings for poets and writes.

There are a lot of other museums, smaller than those ones, but not less important. 

They are :   - A.A Chernov Scientific Geological  Museum . The main collections are mineralogy and petrography.  

                     - The Museum of  History and Education of the  Komi region. It contains documents, literary-memorial         archives, old manuscripts and books, photos, phonographic recordings ( in state University).

                      - Raisa  Smetanina museum. The museum exhibition is about the development of ski racing and the personal contribution which this famous skier made to the World Olympic movement.

 In Ukhta there are also many museums. The most popular are the museum of the Nature of the Earth and the Komi Regional museum. The Museum of the Nature of the Earth was founded by K. F. Sedykh , who collected a beautiful collection of butterflies, insects, birds, animals . The second museum tells about the history of Ukhta and it`s region.

THEATRES

The State Academic Drama theatre named by V.  Savin. The Republic oldest theatre. The first national professional troupe began working here in 1930 under direction of V. Savin. Now the theatre has 2 troupes- one Russian and one Komi. The repertoire is designed to please theatre – goers of all ages. The building of the oldest theatre is now under reconstruction.

The Komi Republic State Theatre for opera and and ballet. Opened in 1958, this theatre put on an annual spring festival   “Syktyvkar Spring”, which attracts leading artists from Moscow, St. Petersburg, other cities in Russia and as well as from places near and far abroad.

The republic  newest theatre founded in 1992. The theatre specializes in musical and folkloric productions in the Komi language.

Komi Republic Philharmonic. Founded in 1940, it’s basic activities consist of organizing concerts by local and visiting musicians and organizing concert tours both within and outside the Komi Republic.
TASKS  TO  THE  TEXT  “MUSEUMS  AND  EXHIBITION  HALLS”

1.Answer the questions.

-What museums of the  Komi Republic do you know?

-Where are the most of them situated?

-What does the National museum present in detail?

- When was it founded? Who found it?

-What does its archeological collection include?

-When was the National  Art Gallery founded?

-What does it contain?

-Whom is  the basic collection of Ivan Kuratov literary and memorial museum  devoted to?

-What can you say about the other museums of KR?

3. Speak about the museums of KR.

                                   THEATRES ( task)

1. Answer the questions.

· What  are the theatres of KR?

· What is the republics oldest theatre?

· Who was the first director of the Drama  theatre?

· Why has the theatre been actually engaged on tours in Komi and Russia?

· When was the Komi Republic State Theatre for opera and ballet opened?

· Since  what time has the theatre put on an annual spring festival “Syktyvkar Spring”?

· What does the Komi Republic Folklore theatre specialize in?

· How can the troupe’s style be characterized?

· What does the basic activity of the Komi Republic philharmonic consist of?

2. Speak about theatres of KR.

                               MUSIC  AND  MUSICIANS

 Music is a very important part of the republic cultural life. There is a considerable amount of concert halls, music schools, philharmonics all over the republic.

 Musical life is very rich. Different concerts and festivals are annually held in Syktyvkar, Ukhta , Vorkuta.

There is a well-known rock festival in Sosnogorsk. All famous rock groups from the republic come there to take part in this prestigious competition.

 Every year in Ukhta, a lot of bard-singers show their talent by singing their own songs .This festival is organized by a Technical University and is held on its base in Krokhal.

  Komi republic has many famous musicians.  The most popular are  M. Gertsman  and V. Rochev- famous composers; L. Loginova-a folk singer; O. Sosnovskaya-an opera singer.

 Among musical collectives it is worth to mention song and dance company “Assya Kya”. The troupe`s  objective is to spread enlightenment  about Komi original culture, using songs, dance  and original musical instruments. Performing is beautiful, picturesque costumes, the 127-person troupe totally captivates its audiences with old legends of   Komi. Now the troupe organizes its performances and tours not only in Russia, but in other countries as well. It is very important that Komi uses such methods to acquaint other nationalities and continents with the republic and its distinctive features.

  Another very famous collective is Syktyvkar Children`s Choir. It is the only all male choir in the republic with 150 musically talented boys  from the ages of 4-14. They sing all kinds of music, but mostly classical and religious one. For many years, the choir has enjoyed international acclaim and has travelled abroad a great deal.

Pop-music is also developed in our republic . The elder generation remembers a very popular pop –group “Stalker” which was organized in Ukhta by A. Derzhavin and S. Kostrov. Their songs were sung not only in Komi but in Russia as well. They performed in many cities and on central television in entertainment programs.

Younger generation also glorify our republic all over the country.  There are the winners of the Russian festival of vocal music “ Juvenile talents” –Igor and Irina Litvinsky (Syktyvkar), prize-winner of the Second international competition of the juvenile stringed instruments, violoncellist Ilja Pashentsev.

bard-singer   - певец, исполняющий песни собственного сочинения под гитару

 spread  - распространять

enlightenment –  просветительская деятельность

picturesque- живописный, красочный

acquaint –знакомить

distinctive features –отличительные черты

all male – полностью мужской

acclaim – успех,признание
MEDICAL SERVICE IN KOMI REPUBLIC

Medicine is well developed in our republic. Every town has hospitals, polyclinics, chemists, but the best medical entities are situated in Syktyvkar. There are 17 hospitals, 38 polyclinics, 9 pharmaceutical centers provide the population of Komi Republic with health services. Among them there is a Cardiology center, which was opened in 1998 and is recognized to be the best in the North western region. There is also a hospital for veterans and war participants, and rehabilitation center for serviceman. 

 The Medical Diagnostic Center in Syktyvkar is very important part of health care for all people in Komi. It is equipped with sophisticated diagnostic equipment. It has more than 40 specialists and they treat more than 400 patients daily.

 In Ukhta there is another very important medical entity ,the Eye Center. Well qualified doctors cure patients from all over the republic.

 There are a lot of dentist centers in towns of Komi. They provide the population with good teeth care and use modern materials and technologies.

 There are private doctors, medical corporations.
1. Make questions to the text.

THE  SYSTEM  OF  SOCIAL  WELFARE

Komi Republic is a welfare republic, a republic that has a system of ensuring the welfare of its citizens by means of social services, provided by the state. At the national level the government is responsible for the National Health Service, Retire Insurance Fund, Social  Security.

 When people work they must pay contributions to the Retire Insurance Fund. When they become retied they are paid benefits from this Fund. Women have right to a pension at the age of 50, man at 55.

 Social Security covers a wide range of payments. The main social groups are: unemployed, parents with small children, people whose earnings are below a certain level, disabled people.

 Women who leave work to have a baby have right to ask a maternity allowance which is paid monthly till the age of 1, 5 . If a woman has the second child, she gets allowance of 250000 rubles and can use it in different purposes.

  People who are disabled can receive an invalidity pension.

 Unemployed people have the right to a monthly payment.

War veterans have many privileges. They have  a retirement pension and invalidity pension, 50% reduced payment for housing, telephone and public utilities. They have free medical care, wheelchairs, free accommodation in a health resort, free return passage by transport.

   System of health care is well developed in Komi Republic. Medical insurance 
is organized by the government and is compulsory.   Every working person pays money for this insurance and can get free medical care if he is ill. There is a wide range of medical entities  in Komi republic.

  The network of social entities is being developed in all the towns of Komi. Among them there are such entities as “Center of social service for the citizens of elderly age and invalids”, Center of the social help to family and children”, “Center for teenager`s social rehabilitation”.

 The program for social development envisioning number of measures of stabilizing nature in all aspects of life in the republic. It is fulfilled in accord with the Federal integrated Program of social development of Komi.

welfare - благосостояние

ensuring welfare  - обеспечение благосостояния

National Health Service  - национальное здравоохранение

 Retire Insurance Fund  - фонд пенсионного страхования

Social Security  - социальное обеспечение

benefit - выплата

allowance  -пособие

public utilities  - коммунальные услуги

free accommodation  - бесплатное проживание и лечение

free return passage  - бесплатный проезд

entity- учреждение

                                            FAMOUS  PEOPLE

Komi Republic is rich in loud names .The lives of many prominent people are connected with Syktyvkar. Among them there are statesmen- V.A. Malyshev and V.N. Starovsky; scientists, known all over the world-V. I. Lytkin and K.F. Zhakov. The ethnographer V.P. Nalimov, academicians E.N.Avrorin and A.G. Betekhtin lived and studied here. We are proud of the first Komi poet I.A.  Kuratov, the first Komi composer and drama founder  V. A. Savin, outstanding pedagogue A.A. Katolikov, well known  dramatist N.M.Djakonov. One of the central streets of the capital is named in honor  of M.S. Babushkin- a well-known arctic pilot, a Hero of the Soviet Union, a deputy of the first Supreme Soviet of the USSR, who was elected in that highest organ of the government as a representative of our republic.

   In the years of the Great Patriotic War thousands of citizens went to the front, valiantly defended the Motherland in the battle-fields.  Two Syktyvkarers N.N. Gabov and N. V. Oplesnin were awarded the title of the Hero of the Soviet Union.   

  Big contribution to the economical, social and cultural development of republic was made by  E.F. Kataev,  I.P. Morozov, Z.V. Panev . New generation of scientists, workers of culture and art have continued good traditions. 

 In the last decades our republic has become known for the whole country  and world due to the sportsmen success. The famous skiers Vasily and Nina Rochevs, Nicolaj Bazhukov, Raisa Smetanina, the champions in power lifting Victor Furashkin and in swimming Vetchanin A., Sukhorukov  A. 

 Among the young Syktyvkarers, who glorified the native city are the winners of the Russian festival of vocal music  “Juvenile  talents” Igor and Irina Litvinsky; prize winner of the Second International competition of the juvenile stringed instruments  performers violoncellist  Ilja  Pashintsev ; the captain of a volleyball team of the supreme league “Zyranochka” Olga Karmanova.

   -prominent – выдающийся



  -valiantly -доблестно
  -generation-поколение
  -juvenile - юношеский
 -glorify - прославлять
KALISTRAT    ZHAKOV

The destiny of well-known Komi scientist, ethnographer, writer, enlightener Kalistrat  Falaleevich  Zhakov  was not easy. All his life he was in creative search ,trying to open something new in science, literature in understanding of the world, to find his own place in it and to help other people to find the truth.

 Kalistrat Zhakov was born on September 18,1866 in a small village of Davpon near Ust-Sysolsk. He spend his childhood in the  Komi land. Zhakov started to study at the age of 11.  His education was mostly religious. He studied prayer-books, Psalter, orthodox literature in the Komi  language .He finished school in 1878 and began to study  at the Ust-Sysolsk college. In 1881 Zhakov left the Komi land and went to the Russian town of Totma , where  he was admitted to the Teachers seminary. He found himself in quite new, unusual atmosphere, separated from his relatives and friends, from native land. Under the influence of people,  surrounding  him, the ideas of live and religion had changed. The seminarist was keen on reading Ch. Darwin, read avidly “The origin of a man”, became materialist. In 1887 Zhakov went to Vologda and entered the Vologda College. During his studies he became keen on idealistic philosophy, discovered for himself Kant, Tan. Zhakov became so influenced by Kant, that he felt it a burden to live.

   After passing the exams Zhakov went to Petersburg where he entered Timber Institute intending to become a forester. He studied psychology, history, philological sciences, and mathematics. In 1901 Zhakov graduated from the Institute, for some time he worked at the Russian Language and History Department, prepared a dissertation on fairy-tales of zyryans. Then he taught at high school, since 1908 he worked at Psycho-Neurological Institute.

   Kalistrat Zhakov considered the development of original philosophic theory which he called “limitism”- from the word limes- his main achievement.  The idea of it is: “cognition is a variable quantity going to its limit. Prime Potential or the God who limitless in all directions and in all sense, it is impossible to cognize him.”   All the rest of his life he devoted to propaganda of limitism. He also wrote many scientific and literary works (on ethnography, folklore, linguistic mathematics, literary criticism ). 

   He lived modestly, almost poor.

   He died on January 20, 1926. He was buried on one of Riga cemeteries, where from many decades later his ashes were brought to Syktyvkar.

                                        Vocabulary

-destiny-судьба
-enlightener-просветитель
-search-поиск,  исследование
Prayer-books- книга с молитвами
-psalter- псалтырь
-admit-  

-orthodox- православный
- to be keen on- увлекаться
-burden- обуза
Cognition- познание
Cemetery- кладбище
TASKS  TO THE TEXT

1. Answer the questions.

-Who was Kalistrat  Zhakov?

-When and where was he born? 

-What did he study at school?

-What colleges did he study at?

- What institute did he graduate from?

-What are his scientific works?

- When and where did he die?

2.  Enlarge the expressions.

K. Zhakov`s childhood.

 He went to Totma

He became keen on idealistic philosophy.

Timber institute in Petersburg.

A dissertation on fairy tales of zyryans.

 His philosophic theory.

 Zhakov wrote scientific and literary works.

3. Speak about K. Zhakov.

IVAN   KYRATOV

Ivan Kuratov is the founder of the Komi literature. He was a Komi poet and linguist, seen as renovator of Komi literature.

He was born in 18 July,1839 in Kibra village( now it is Kuratovo)  in  priest family.

Kuratov started to write verses at the age of 13, while studying in a seminary, and was engaged in poetry until his death.

The most fruitful period of his  life were the years spent in the town of Ust-Sysolsk, where Kuratov settled after  unsuccessful attempt to continue  his  education in Moscow. Here he taught country children, worked on linguistics and wrote poetry.

 His poems were about Komi nature, native places; about difficult life of poor Komi people.

 He died in 29 November, 1875.
1. Put questions to the text.

                                           YUKHNIN  VASILIY  VASILJEVICH

Yukhnin V.V.  is a famous Komi  writer. He was born in 1907 in a village Zanulje near Ust-Sysolsk .

He spend his childhood in the village helping his father at their farm. In 1935 he entered the  Teachers Training Institute in Ust-Sysolsk at the philological department. After finishing he began working in a newspaper. At that time he started to write his first novel which was devoted to the timber industry in the republic.

 His best novel is “Alaya lenta”. It is about the building of coal-mines in the republic. The real life is depicted in the novel.

Yukhnin was awarded by several orders.

He died in 1960.

1. Put questions to the text.

NATIVE    POPULATION   OF  KOMI   LAND

           ( according to  “ Ethnological essay of Zyryans” by K. Zhakov)

 K. Zhakov wrote a scientific work in 1901, where he analyzed the world outlook of Komi-zyryans, their religious beliefs, the roots of their mysticism.

  K. Zhakov addressed to natural conditions of the Komi land, to its boundless spaces, covered with forests, with scattered villages stretching along river-banks. Komi land made an unusual impression, here were no large plants, towns  with their fussy social life.  Almost all place here is covered with forest. It is the place for hunting and fishing, the source of mysticism and poetry. Forests are boundless, they have developed   the liveliness in the character of zyryans. There is as little of social mind in them, as much of wild, natural power.  They are brave and courageous as hunters, they  are children of spacious forests. People living here should keep to polytheism, beliefs, the essence of which is in personification of great natural phenomena. The dense forest gave some concrete trend to shamanism in Zyryans. The God of forest-Versa-was in the central place among other gods.

 Zyryans lived on river-banks, it gave them food and water. Rivers are ways of communication. Many beliefs deal with water and its master –water-spirit. 

 The other occupation of Zyryans is farming. It depends on other gods- on the Sun, the God of thunder and lightning, the winds. All the Gods- versa, his wife -ema, their children- osh help  zyryans to survive . Sacrifices were made to these gods.

 There is a peculiar Komi theory about “ ort”-men’s double. When a person comes on a visit, his “ort”-shadow, double, the same as this person is-comes with him. When a person dies, his “ort” continues to live, and it may be seen.

  Christianity didn’t  bring any sudden change into this world of peculiar technology and mythology. The Komi outlook was nothing but heathenism, a bit changed by Christianity, but not destroyed. It gradually disappeared in people under the influence of the church, slowly altering  into a truly Christianity.

 -boundless-безграничный
-scatter- разброс
-fussy--суетливый
-spacious-просторный
-polytheism- многобожие
-dense--плотный
peculiar- своеобразный
-heathenism- язычество
NATIONAL COSTUME

People of Komi developed spinning and weaving. Weaving looms and distaffs were widely used in Komi villages. All clothes were made by their own hands.  The daily clothes of a peasant consisted of underwear, a top shirt, and trousers. A holiday costume had a silk or satin shirt, trousers, caftan and leather boots.

 The lady`s wear was more various. It consisted of a long skirt, a blouse, an apron. There was a special headdress on a head. There was a distinction in clothes between   a girl and a married woman.

  There were a lot of knitted socks, gloves and mittens. Patten knitting on spokes was a traditional art form.  In each area of Komi there was a special form of a knitted ornament. 

 There was a very interesting kind of winter clothes.   A top clothes, made from reindeer skin, called “Malitsa”, and winter boots, called “ pimy” and “chuni”. They exist even nowadays .

 weaving- ткачество
 weaving loom- ткацкий станок
 distaff- прялка
 pattern knitting- узорное вязание
 spokes- спицы
 underwear- нижнее бельё
 spinning-прядение
MEAL

   The national Komi meal is  based on the  Komi way of living. Komi people lived in the forests and near the rivers and they eat what they got from hunting and fishing. It was game, such as ptarmigans, wood grouses, black -cocks, hazel-hens, elks.  According to the climatic  conditions, they couldn`t grow various fruit,  vegetables and crops; only carrot, beet, potato, black radish. But they widely used forest berries: cranberries, cowberries, cloudberries, blackberries. They made from these berries tasty fruit drinks, kissels and jam; baked cakes and pies.

       Mushrooms are very popular in Komi Republic.  They can be prepared as dry, salt and marinade mushrooms and are used in soup, pies  and other dishes.   

        There are some special Komi dishes.

       “ Shanga”  -is a round flat cake with baked soft potato on it`s top.

        “Cherinjan”  - a big round flat cake with river fish inside.

        “Ljaz”  - a dish from sugar ,flour, bird cherry all baked in an oven.

         “Yukva”  - fish soup made from river fish only.

         “Shoma rock”  -  pearl-barley  with milk baked in oven.

          “Turja”   -  cold soup from grated black radish, potato, oil, salt, water.

game  -  дичь
ptarmigan  -  куропатка
wood grouse  -  глухарь
black-cock  -  тетерев
hazel-hen  -  рябчик
elk  - лось

black radish  - черная редька

cranberry  - клюква

cowberry  -  брусника

cloudberry  - морошка

kissel  - кисель

dish  -  блюдо

flat cake  -  лепёшка

bird cherry  -  черёмуха
grated  -  тёртый
THE   NATIONAL   HOLIDAYS  IN  KOMI  REPUBLIC

 There are a lot of holidays in Komi republic. They are divided into state, religious and national holidays. To the state holidays refer all the dates which are celebrated in Russia: the New Year`s day, the day of Defenders of the Motherland, the Women`s Day, the Spring day, the Victory Day, The Day of Independence, the Day of People Unity.

Christmas and Easter refer to religious holidays.

To the national holidays refer the following: 

1. The Day of Komi Republic. It has been celebrating since 1921, August 22, when Komi Autonomous  Republic was organized. On this holiday people gather together on the squares, in the streets and parks, have meetings, concerts, and different competitions. In the evenings there is usually a big salute in honor of our republic.

2. Every town of Komi republic has its birthday, Ukhta celebrates it in November. There is usually  a meeting in a Palace of Culture, where  the  administrative stuff tells about the progress in the development of Ukhta and then there is a big concert with local singers and dancers.

3. There are some traditions which are observed in this or that part of our republic.

   -   The day of the reindeer breeder. It is organized in Vorkuta region at the beginning of  February. Teams of reindeer breeders take part in different competitions and the best team wins a prize and the rank “The best reindeer breeder”.

    -  Ust-Tsylemskaja Gorka. It is a holiday of national creativity, which is celebrated at the end of July in Ust-Tsylma. People gather on a glade or on a hillock, drive round dances, sing old Russian songs, show the best works of an applied art.

     -    Zavalenka. Review competition of national creativity of people who live in the Northern parts of Russia. It is usually held in Vylgort,  not far from Syktyvkar. It is on the first Sunday in June.

     -   Shondiban. It is celebrated in Syktyvkar at the end of August. It is the holiday when people farewell to the Sun till the next year. There is a fair in this day; people drive round dances and make a sacrifice to the Sun- such as fish or meat.

Easter   -  Пасха
reindeer breeder  -  оленевод
rank  -  звание
creativity  -  творчество
glade  -  поляна
hillock  -  пригорок
drive round dances  -  водить хоровод
applied art  -  прикладное искусство
review competition  -  смотр-конкурс
make a sacrifice  -  приносить жертву
fair  -  ярмарка

1. Answer the questions.

-What kinds of holidays are there in KR?

-What are the state holidays?

- What are the religious holidays?

-What are the national holidays?

- When and where is there the reindeer day?

- How is this day marked?

-What do you know about “Ust-Tsylemskaja Gorka”?

-How is “Zavalenka” held?

- What can you say about “Sondiban”?

2. Speak about holidays in KR.

PROJECTS

     The influence  of geography and climate of KR on people and their lifestyle.

1. Show the influence  of the geographical position and climate on different spheres of life:

                -peoples activities (industry, agriculture)

                -food

                - цay of life

                - national symbols

2.Collect information and illustration.

3. Use the form of a leaflet, a report, a newspaper

An ideal  republic of Komi.

1. Determine the political system.

2.  Think about the head of the republic, about traits which he must have.

3. Determine institutions that will represent the legislative, the executive ,and the judicial branches.

4. Determine the representatives of each branch.

5. Write a Bill of rights for your republic.

6. Collect information.

7. The project may be done in any of the forms: a poster, a collage, an advertisement, etc.

                                                       Welcome to Syktyvkar

1. Revise all about Syktyvkar.

2. Choose a special place, building or something else you want to speak about.

3. Describe it, say why you have chosen it. use humour, fantasy, magination.

4. Collect illustrations.

5. Present it at any form you like.

Ukhta is my native town

  Do it in the form of an excursion tour for a guest around the town.

For that you:     1.Make an advertisement for a tour.

                         2.Make a  collection of photos.

                         3. Speak in detail  about interesting places of a town.

                         4. Use any form of presentation

КОНТРОЛЬНАЯ   РАБОТА
   1. Say true or false.

-Komi Republic is located in the north-western extreme of the Russian part of Europe.

-There are the Ural mountains  on the territory of KR.

-The climate is warm all the year round.

- The territory of KR started to be inhabited about 300000 years ago.

- KR is rich in mineral resources.

-During the recent years the economics shows the growth in the majority of sectors of industry.

-The main cities are Syktyvkar, Ukhta, Pechora, Vorkuta.
-Most museums and exhibition halls are situated in Ukhta.

-Syktyvkar is a large scientific, cultural, educational and sport center of the republic.

-Ukhta is  a modern town with plenty of well-equipped enterprises and great scientific and educational  potential.

1. Finish the sentences.

· Sport is actively  …..

· Music is very  ……

· Famous  music collectives are   ….

·  The system of social welfare  ….

·  Social Security ….

· Medical service in KR  ….

2.   Answer the questions.

· What are the famous people of KR in sport; in literature; in music; in science?

· What do you know about native population of Komi land?

· Say some words about a national costume.

·  What is a traditional Komi meal?

· What are the national holidays in KR?
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